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Synopsis 
 
“It’s Who We Are: Celebrating Twenty Years of the Jewish Lesbian Group 
of Victoria” 
 
Words like “lesbian” and “Jew” were still whispered back in 1992, when three Jewish 
lesbian friends organised a workshop for Jewish lesbians. The turnout exceeded all 
expectations. As the full room buzzed with excitement and connection, the Jewish 
Lesbian Group of Victoria was born.   
 
“It’s Who We Are” documents the first twenty years of the Jewish Lesbian Group of 
Victoria, providing an intimate view of the controversies these feisty women confront 
as they challenge heterosexism, lesbophobia, anti-Semitism, racism and xenophobia 
in their communities.  
 
As the first Jewish group to march in Pride March Victoria and Sydney Gay and 
Lesbian Mardi Gras parades, and the first LGBTQI group at the Jewish community’s 
“In One Voice: Concert in the Park”, the Jewish Lesbian Group of Victoria turned the 
whispers into roars of pride. Along the way, this group of women has created a 
community that honours their Jewish and Lesbian cultures. In changing their 
communities, these women have also been changed.  
 
“It’s Who We Are” shares the remarkable story of a group of women who dared to 
change their worlds... 
 
 
Vision Statement 
 
The Jewish Lesbian Group of Victoria cast the first drops of social change into the sea 
of our communities twenty years ago, when we first dared to meet. We had no idea 
then how much we would change the tides. There were many first currents, 
frightening, exhilarating, life-changing, all at once. We created ripples as the first 
group in Victoria linking Jewish identity and sexuality. We made a splash as the first 
Jewish group marching in Pride March Victoria and in Sydney’s Mardi Gras. We 
unleashed a tidal wave as the first same-sex group to have a stall at Melbourne 
Jewish community’s “In One Voice: Concert in the Park”. These acts of courage and 
many more deserve to be documented and celebrated. 
 
In a changing world, it is important to record our bold beginnings and remarkable 
achievements. We believe a documentary film is the ideal way to preserve and share 
our story. Throughout the process of making this documentary, our vision has been 
to honour our journey. In celebrating who we are, we hope to inspire many in 
LGBTIQ, Jewish, feminist and Culturally and Linguistically Marginalised (CALM) 
communities.  
 
 
  

3 
 



Target Audience and Marketing 
 
“It’s Who We Are” has broad-ranging audience appeal. It will inspire interest in many 
in the LGBTIQ community, as well as members of the broader Jewish community, and 
those involved in culturally diverse communities. Significant interest in our film has 
already been generated through our Pozible fundraising campaign. This campaign 
attracted over 100 donors, giving an average of over $100 each to support the 
production of our documentary film.  
 
Inclusion of our film in the Melbourne Queer Film Festival 2014 marks the hometown 
premiere of our film, increasing the already sizeable audience interest. 
The film is of particular relevance to Jewish LGBTIQs and Culturally and Linguistically 
Marginalised LGBTIQs and allies, as well as our allies in the straight Jewish 
community.  
 
As evidenced by our highly-successful Pozible marketing and fundraising campaign, 
and our work publicising our group for over 20 years, we are both committed and 
experienced in working with the media. Some examples of our media campaigning 
are included in this Press Kit. We are able to assist with marketing our film to straight 
and LGBTIQ Jewish groups and to broader communities.  
 
Four members of our group were among the primary organisers and publicists for the 
JALAC “Feast of Jewish Lesbian Films”, the first ever Jewish lesbian film event in 
Melbourne. We sold every seat in the house, and even had to turn away some very 
disappointed people. 
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Directors and Crew Bios 
 
David Muir, ACS BSC, founded Making of Movies to continue the tradition of quality 
independent film making that he established with his previous Australian and 
overseas production companies. He has earned an impressive number of local and 
international awards, as well as extensive television exposure. 
David is widely recognised as an outstanding media production teacher and mentor. 
He has designed and conducted courses at the Australian Film, Television and Radio 
School (Sydney and Melbourne) and Latrobe University, as well as video and 
television Course Convenor in the Media and Communication Studies Department at 
Macquarie University, Sydney. 
 
In 2012, David Muir ACS BSC was inducted into the Australian Cinematographers 
Society Hall of Fame — a peer-awarded honour bestowed only on those considered to 
have contributed substantially to the art, craft and culture of film and television. 
 
Kate LeFoe is a budding filmmaker and a major camera person and general helper on 
several Making of Movies productions. Kate contributed additional scripting and 
direction to “It’s Who We Are”. At the Victorian College of the Arts, Kate was quickly 
recognised as an up-and-coming cinematographer. She has had key camera department 
roles in numerous short films and music videos. Other projects include ground-breaking 
educational research at RMIT University, organisational roles at events such as the 
Melbourne Queer Film Festival as well as making education videos for the University of 
Melbourne. 
 
Paul Sutherland, an outstanding young editor, contributes greatly to the creation of 
Making of Movies productions. Paul has a background in educational filmmaking and 
music videos, with a great eye for visual relationships and an acute ear for music. His 
credits include broadcast documentaries, short fiction films and television commercials, 
as well as over a hundred educational and corporate videos. 
 
Olivia Olley, director, producer, screenwriter and script consultant from Newcastle, 
Australia provided initial consultation work on the “It’s Who We Are” script. Olivia's 
skills as a director are currently on show with the production of her first feature-
length documentary, “Wirritjin”.  
 
 
Cast Bios 
“It’s Who We Are” mixes archival footage, current day conversations with Jewish 
Lesbian Group of Victoria members, and in-depth interviews with eight Jewish 
Lesbians, including the founding members of the group. Five of the lesbians 
interviewed have been continuously involved since the beginning, the three others 
joined shortly afterwards. The interviewees include women born in Czechoslovakia, 
Israel, Canada, the United States and Australia. This diverse group includes Holocaust 
survivors and children of Holocaust survivors, Jewish Lesbian mothers and 
grandmothers, lesbians ranging across the spectrum from secular atheists to 
Orthodox Jews, lesbians whose mother-tongues are Yiddish and Hebrew, and 
lesbians with the full range of views on Israel and Palestine.  
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In addition, the film includes interviews with: 
 
Anneke Deutsch, National Lesbian Cultural Celebration and Conference Collective, 
(1998). At this festival, the Jewish Lesbian Group of Victoria achieved significant 
change in the awareness of Jewish experiences and issues, through inviting festival-
goers to share our culture by participating in cultural ceremonies and workshops; 
 
Lian Low, Reclaim the Night Collective, (2001). The Jewish Lesbian Group of Victoria 
achieved major success in 2001 by working with the RTN Collective to make this 
event more culturally accessible for Jewish women; 
 
Doodie Ringelblum, In One Voice, Concert in the Park committee. It was at this 
festival in 1995 that the Jewish Lesbian Group of Victoria  first came out publicly in 
the Jewish community. This unleashed threatening calls to the festival committee 
and several months of “Letters to the Editor” in the Australian Jewish News, with 
correspondents debating whether our group should have been allowed to participate 
in a Jewish community event; 
 
Sam Lipski, editor of the Australian Jewish News, at the time the In One Voice festival 
controversy was raging in the paper; and 
 
Deborah Stone, editor of the Australian Jewish News following Sam Lipski’s 
departure from the position. 
 
 
Credits 
Producers: 
Rilke Muir 
Lisa Mann 
 
Scripting and direction: 
David Muir 
Kate Lefoe 
 
Additional direction:  
Olivia Olley 
 
Camera: 
Kate Lefoe 
David Muir 
Olivia Appleby 
Rilke Muir 
 
Editor: 
Paul Sutherland 
 
Sound mixing: 
Fabrice Galli 
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Executive Producer:  
Shaun Miller 
 
JLGV Film Production Group: 
Hinde Ena Burstin 
Sara Elkas 
Ros (Shoshi) Goldman 
Julie Gross  
Marg Harris 
Sandra Padova 
Vera Ray 
Shauna Sherker 
 
Also appearing in the documentary:  
Karen Bloomberg  
Anneke Deutsch 
Jeanette Epstein 
Stacey Ford  
Julie Leder 
Sam Lipski  
Lian Low 
Joan Nestle  
David (Doodie) Ringelblum 
Deborah Stone 
Members of the Jewish Lesbian Group of Victoria and friends  
 
Music:  
“Mayn Yiddishe Meydele” 
From the Klezmer Conservatory Band's album ‘Dancing in the Aisles’ 
Music: Sholom Secunda 
Lyrics: Anshel Schorr 
English lyrics: Judy Bressler 
Musicians: Judy Bressler (vocals), Javier Perez-Saco (piano), Jim Guttmann (Bass), 
Grant Smith (drums). 
 
"East Hapsburg Waltz" 
Composed by Eve Sicular  
Performed by Isle of Klezbos 
From the album "Greetings from the Isle of Klezbos" 
©2003, Rhythm Media Records 
 
"Goldene Khasene" 
Traditional, arr. Isle of Klezbos 
From the album "Greetings from the Isle of Klezbos" 
© 2003, Rhythm Media Records 
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Isle of Klezbos 
Clarinet and alto saxophone: Debra Kreisberg 
Trumpet: Pam Fleming 
Accordion: Rachelle Garniez 
Bass: Catherine Popper 
Drums and Bandleader: Eve Sicular 
www.klezbos.com 
 
Legals:  
Shaun Miller Lawyers  
 
Financial Support:  
Sara Elkas, Marg Harris, Julie Leder, Heather Letwin, Shauna Sherker, VAC/GMHC 
Organisation and 95 donors to our Pozible fund-raising campaign. 
 
Art Work:  
Maya Pilcer 
 
Photography: 
Michael Barnett and many Jewish Lesbian Group of Victoria members 
 
Thanks also: 
Kathy Lange 
Pat Mitchell 
Zina Sofer 
 
Thanks to all members of the Jewish Lesbian Group of Victoria and our many donors 
and supporters.  
© Jewish Lesbian Group of Victoria Inc. MMXIII
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Publicity Stills 
 
Mardi Gras 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Pride March – then and now 
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At Concert in the Park 
 

  
 
Anti-nazi Rally 
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Media  
 
Link to Lesbians on the Loose web article, August 2012 
http://www.lotl.com/Web-Articles-2012/Jewish-lesbian-group-celebrates-20-years/ 
 
 
Link to Queering the Air radio interview (3CR), 16 September 2012 
http://queeringtheair.com/2012/10/08/jlgv/ 
 
Article Australian Jewish News, 24 August 2012 
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